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CONDITIONS 


I. The whole ſhall be com- 
priſed in three volumes oc- 
tavo. 

II. The price to ſubſcri- 
bers to be one guinea ; but, 
as the expence of printing a 
work ſo various A. compre- 
henſive will be heavy, (not 
leſs than ¶ zoo,) one half of 
that ſum muſt be depoſited 
at the time of ſubſcribing ; 


the remainder when the laſt 
volume ſhall be delivered, 
III. The work will be ſent 
to preſs the inſtant a ſufficient 
number of names appear to 
juſtify the commencement of 
printing ſo expenfive a pub- 
lication. | | 
IV. The names of the ſab- 
ſcribers ſhall be given with 
the laſt volume. 
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PROPOSALS, &e. 


N introductory diſſertation on the religion, laws, li- 
terature, and commerce, of INDIA, both antient and 
modern, will precede the hiſtory, in which the accounts 
of Herodotus, 8 Siculus, Pliny, &c. will be com- 
ed with the more recent relations of Mr. Holwcll, Mr. 
Dow. and Mr. Halled. — The hiftory itſelf will be divided 5 
in three parts. The firſt part will contain what is related 
of INDIAN HIS TOR V in antient claſſical writers, concern- 
ing the invaſions of that country by the EGYPTIANs, 
ASSYRIANS, PERSIANS, and Mack DON ANS. — The 
ſecond part will exhibit the ſeries of INDIAN conquerors 
from the irruption of the CALIPH V aLip, the firſt Ma- 
HOMEDAN invader of INDIA, till the death of TIMUR, 
including a conciſe but connected hiſtory of the ſultans of 
the race of GazNa, Gauk, and KHowaRazm, down 
to the defeat of GELALADIN by GEN OIS KHan, with as 
ample an account of the military exploits of that great 
Eaſtern warrior and of the renowned T1MuUR as may be 
compatible with this hiſtory, It will likewiſe comprehend > 
the abridged hiſtory of the firſt regular dynaſty of Mano 
MEDAN kings, who reigned in DELH1; beginning with 
CoTHBEDDIN-JBEK, and ending in MAanmuD SHAn, 
dethroned by T 1MUR. — The third part will trace the ſuc- 
ceſſion and enumerate the INDIAN incurſions of TimuR's 
deſcendants, who reigned in GREAT TARTARY, till the 
final expulſion of SULTAN BABER by the UsBECK s; will 
record the hiſtory of the ſecond AFGHAN dynaſty of the 
kings of DETHI, overturned by SULTAN BABER in his 
laſt irruption into IxpoS TAN; and will conclude with the 
| regular hiſtory of the Mooul Monarcns, from BABER 
| to the lateſt accounts ; intermixed with that of the invaſion 
of NADIR SHAH, ABDOLLAH, and thoſe later irruptions 
that have gradually effected firſt the decline and ſince the 
ruin of that mighty empire. 
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$UBSCRIPTIONS will be received by the AvTnon, at Woodford, in | 
Eſſex; by Mr. RienAanpson, under the Royal Exchange, in London; by 
Mefirs FuzTCnzas, in Oxford; and Meſſrs MrEATTS, in Cambridge, 
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In the ſucceeding pages is a ſpecimen of the letter on which 
ibis work will be printed, | 
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UCCESS only inflamed the mind of Alex- 

ander with new ardour for conqueſt. Many 
great and wealthy kingdoms till remained to be 
ſubdued before he could be ſaluted conqueror of 
India; and three of its moſt warlike nations, the 
Cuthei, the Oxydracz, and the Malli, had con- 
federated to oppoſe his farther progreſs, But the 
confederacy of nations proved equally ineffeQtual 
with the oppoſition of individuals: with rapidity 
that aſtoniſhed his foes he ſucceſſively paſſed the 
intervening rivers; and, approaching the weſtern 
banks of the Hyphaſis, laid fiege to Sangala, the 
capital of the Cuthei, whither the allies had re- 
tired, The reduction of that city, which was 
ſtrongly fortified, and ſeated on a lofty hill, coſt 
him infinite labour ; but it was at length taken by 
ſtorm after a moſt deſperate reſiſtance, in which 
ſeventeen thouſand Indians were killed. This 
deciſive blow ſtruck terror into the whole country. 
The affrighted inhabitants every where left the ci- 
ties deſerted, and fled to the mountains; while 
the triumphant Greek prepared to follow up his 
victories, and burned with impatience to erect 
the ſtandard of Macedon on the banks of the 
Ganges. | | 


While he was meditating the full accompliſh- 


ments of theſe vaſt deſigns, and preparing to lead 
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his harraffed ſoldiers to new hardſhips, the whole 
camp was filled with ſeditious murmurings, and 
remonſtrated with one voice againſt engaging 
deeper in projects of ſo hazardous and precarious 
an iſſue. Reduced in their numbers by frequent 
and long: fought battles, covered with honourable 
wounds, and crowned, as they imagined, with 
ſufficient glory, they demanded to be led back in- 
to their native country to ſhare that repoſe which 
their long ſervices required, and to ſpend the re- 
mainder of life in the enjoyment of the fortunes 
they had ſo dearly earned. In Porus they had al- 
ready found a formidable and reſolute enemy; 
and they were informed, that, beyond the Gan- 
ges, the kings of the Gangarides and Præſians, 
nations renowned for valour on the plains of In- 
dia,“ had aſſembled an army of eighty thouſand 
horſe, two hundred thouſand foot, eight thouſand 
armed chariots, and ſix thouſand fighting ele- 
phants. However exaggerated this account might 
have been, it filled the braveſt among them with 
apprehenſion z they ſuppoſed themſelves conduct- 
ing to ſlaughter rather than to victory, and loudly 
and repeatedly declared, that they would not ſub- 
mit to be ſacrificed to gratify the boundleſs am- 
bition of their general. 


0 Plutarch i in his Life of Alexander: who adds, that me ö 
Ganges itſelf was reported, in Alexander's camp, te be an 
kundred fathoms d d four miles in breadth. 


